
Was Jesus a ‘Good Man’?  Reflections on the Godliness of Jesus of Nazareth 

 

Introduction 
The Scripture, in John 5:22-24, reads, “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 

judgment unto the Son: that all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father.  He that 

honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father which hath sent him. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 

come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

 

Is it a kind of “political correctness” that causes many Christians to view Jesus of Nazareth, the 

Lord of the Christian people and the Creator of the world, as one of many equally legitimate 

religious figures?  Seen as just another exceptional leader among great leaders worthy of a 

prominent place in world history, is Jesus therefore merely a “good man”?   It would be entirely 

natural for Christians to wonder about this supposed compliment, which is, paradoxically and 

unintentionally, an insult and understatement.  Although the vast majority of modern knowledge 

of Jesus comes from only the Bible, the claims of the Bible make a very strong case that Jesus 

should be elevated to a special pedestal and revered in such a way that far exceeds the honor 

bestowed upon any other historical figure. 

 

Non-Christian spectators may be apt to hold the viewpoint that Jesus is simply a “good man” and 

nothing more.  However, Christian followers understand that Jesus was equal with God, and know 

that Judaea (John), Jesus’ closest disciple and friend, asserted that Jesus created all 

things.  According to the Scriptures, as written in John 1:1-3 and 14, “In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with 

God.  All things were made by him, and without him was not anything made that was made...and 

the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory of the only 

begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth.” 

 

A merely “good man” is not apt to cultivate a circle of protégés and itinerant preachers, teaching 

his followers that he himself is the creator of the universe and all that exists.  Furthermore, if Jesus 

had been simply a good man and nothing more, it would have been completely overwhelming for 

him to accept sole responsibility for all punishment for all sin for all people for the eternity of 

time.  A mere mortal is not capable of carrying the sinful wages that belong to trillions of untold 

people, from billions of generations, in a world without end. 

 

Judaea, Jesus’ closest disciple also known as John, wrote the following in 1 John 2:1-2, “My little 

children, these things I write unto you, that ye sin not.  And if any man sin, we have an advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 

only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 

 

Far beyond simple admiration and worship, Christians positively depend on Jesus of Nazareth for 

purification and acceptance in the eyes of the Almighty God!  In Jesus, and through him, and by 

him, Christians are justified and made holy and righteous in the eyes of the Most High God.  But 

how exactly is this accomplished?  As portrayed in the Acts book of the New Testament, early 

believers were dipped or “baptized” in water in order to submit to an ablution.  The water ablution 



symbolizes Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection (which is, indeed, the Gospel itself: 1 

Corinthians 15:1-4).  Rising from the water symbolizes Christ’s rise from the dead.  By this sacred 

action, believing and repentant subjects, who have also confessed to believing that Jesus is the Son 

of God, are imputed with all the righteous graces of Christ’s work - his life, death, and 

bloodshed.  Christ’s esoteric and ablutionary role cannot realistically be ascribed to a mere mortal 

man, “good” or otherwise.  

 

Not Your Average Man 
Jesus was a carpenter by trade. He built chairs and tables, possibly houses and barns.  But the Bible 

advances that Jesus was a judge and king of the Jews and Israelites!  This claim caused him 

problems with the senate and pontifical leaders of his time, known as the Second Jewish 

Commonwealth, as evidenced in Matthew 19:28-29: 

 

“And Jesus said unto the [Apostles], ‘Verily I say unto you, that ye which have followed 

me, in the regeneration, when the Son of man shall sit upon the throne of his glory, ye also 

shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone that hath 

forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 

for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.’ ” 

 

The Scriptures portray Jesus, in making these promises, as asking his Apostles to believe that they 

would preside over the judgment of the seed of Abraham.  Yet they were mere fishermen and tax 

collectors, uneducated and with strong accents from Galilee!  Jesus’ assertion that they would be 

the world’s judges was a brazen and audacious claim.  Additionally, Jesus’ request that his 

followers sacrifice literally everything of value to them in order to demonstrate their devotion to 

him was significant.  A simply “good man” would not expect or assume himself to be capable of 

inspiring such devotion.  Jesus was single-mindedly dedicated to fulfilling his purpose as the Son 

of God. 

 

Not only did Jesus demand that his followers to be willing to shed all earthly and human 

attachments, he went a step further and related horrific tales to conjure feelings of fear, dread, and 

anxiety.  He even caused a certain notorious sect of the Second Commonwealth to refuse to believe 

in life after death!  Jesus frequently related the following story, as contained in Luke 16:19-31: 

 

“There was a certain rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen, and faired 

[lavishly] every day; and there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, who was laid at his 

gate full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s 

table.  Instead the dogs came and licked his sores; and it came to pass that the beggar died 

and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s Bosom.  The rich man also died, and was 

buried; and in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in [pain], and seeth Abraham afar off, and 

Lazarus in his bosom. 

 

“And he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he 

may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am in [suffering] in this 

flame.’  But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivest thy good 

things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted, and thou art in [pain].  



And beside this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that they which would 

pass from [here] to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.’ 

 

“Then the rich man said, ‘I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my 

father’s house: for I have five brothers; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come 

into this place of [suffering].’  Abraham saith unto him, ‘They have Moses and the 

Prophets; let them hear them.’ And the man said, ‘[No], father Abraham, but if one went 

unto them from the dead, they will repent.’ And [Abraham] said unto him, ‘If they hear not 

Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.’ ” 

 

Jesus told this story because he wanted his followers to question where their souls stood with God, 

and to seriously consider if they may have offended God in any way.  He wanted his followers to 

reflect on occasions when they have chosen not to help other people and to consider all the people 

they have wronged, intentionally or otherwise.  Does this sound like a story that an average “good 

man” would tell?  Jesus, in his total commitment to his Godly mission, did not shy away from 

foretelling of the potential for permanent pain and separation from comfort after death.  It was 

critically important to him that his followers pursue a virtuous path in life to avoid eternal 

imprisonment in fire and waterlessness after death. 

 

Jesus also said, in Matthew 10:28, “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 

the soul; but rather fear him which is able to destroy both body and soul in hell.”  Not one to mince 

words, Jesus was devoted to reminding his followers that God and God’s will must always take 

priority above all else. 

 

The Way, the Truth, and the Life 
Christians claiming that “Jesus is the only way” are often chided and chastised by non-believers, 

who assert the equality and validity of all religious philosophies.  But it was Jesus himself who 

bluntly made an exclusive claim to offering eternal salvation.  In John 14:6, Jesus said, “I am the 

way, the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

 

It is incumbent upon Christian followers to abide the words of Jesus, no matter how extraordinary 

they may seem, for this was not just a “good man” speaking.  Any reticence to recognizing and 

worshipping Jesus as the “Son of God” is unfounded, especially in light of the fact that all the 

angels of God have been commanded to recognize Jesus in this way (Hebrews 1:6). 

 

Jesus said, in John 5:22-23, “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto 

the Son: that all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father.  He that honoreth not 

the Son honoreth not the Father which sent him.”  Clearly, to be in accordance with the teachings 

of Christ and the Holy Apostle, Christians must willingly worship, serve, and honor Jesus of 

Nazareth with the equal reverence and awe afforded to Almighty God. 

 

Did a Merely “Good Man” Die and Rise Again? 
While many believe that Jesus was a good man, and perhaps even a prophet of God, some people 

flatly reject that Jesus was killed on a Roman cross and rose from the dead on his third day after 

death.  But Jesus said, in Revelation 1:17-18, “Fear not; I am the First and the Last: I am he that 



liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of 

death.” 

 

By Jesus claiming to be the First and the Last, he is asserting himself as the Creator but in the guise 

of a servant.  In John 17:5-8, Jesus said,  

 

“And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with 

thee before the world was.  I have manifest thy name unto the men which thou gavest me 

out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy 

word.  Now they have known all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. For I 

have given unto them the words which thou gavest me: and they have received them, and 

have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send 

me.”   

 

Lord Jesus, by this passage, explicitly claims that he shared the glory of God before there ever was 

a world.  He plainly says that he came from God.  Jesus clearly understood that he, as much as 

God the Father, deserved (and still deserves) to have his words received and believed by those who 

count themselves as devoted Christians. 

 

Jesus is Worshipped by Angels 
Some Christians mistakenly characterize Jesus as an angel.  However, God did not treat Jesus as 

an angel, but rather as his Son.  There are many things God said to Jesus that clearly demonstrate 

the important nature of their relationship, including: 

 “You are my Son, this day have I begotten thee.” 

 “I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son.” 

 “And let all the angels of God worship him.” 

 

Of the angels, God saith in Hebrews 1:5-9, “Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a 

flame of fire.”  But unto the Son he saith, “Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever: a sceptre of 

righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.  You have loved righteousness and hated iniquity; 

therefore, God, even thy God hath anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellows.” 

 

These important Scriptures tell us that Jesus of Nazareth is akin to God, according to God, and is 

due worship by angels, unlike any angel.  Furthermore, God’s announcement that Jesus is a God 

with an everlasting throne makes clear the primacy of his status. 

 

So Much More Than a Good Man 
Let’s review the myriad traits of Jesus of Nazareth that elevate him so much above the status of a 

merely “good man” or even an angel: 

 

 Jesus existed in glory in the beginning with God 

 Jesus claimed he came from God and is the only way to God 

 Jesus is accorded the same honor as the Most High God and at the same time is God 

 Jesus bears the sins of the whole world and the wrongs of eternal generations 

 Jesus mediates between God and men 

 Jesus is the king and judge of the Hebrew people 



 Jesus demanded high levels of sacrifice from his followers and warned about the dire 

possibilities for life after death 

 Jesus died and rose again in everlasting life 

 Jesus was worshipped by the angels of God at the command of God 

 

The Scriptures provide clear and ample evidence that Jesus is no less than God: the eternal Son of 

the Father.  It is time that Christians stop referring to Jesus as just a carpenter, a good man, an 

angel, or prophet among prophets.  Jesus deserves exalted respect and worship just as Christians 

worship Almighty God. 

 


